
CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 
REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

August 8, 2022 
MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Held In-Person & via Zoom 

Mayor Mathew Chabot (arrived via phone at 7:00 pm) 
Alderman Dickie Austin  
Alderman Mel Hawley   
Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon   
Alderwoman Zoe Kaslow via Zoom 
Alderman Ian Huizenga (Absent) 
Alderwoman Susan Rakowski  
City Manager Ron Redmond 
Angie Bolduc, Treasurer 

Meeting started at 5:30 pm lead by Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin. 

Amendments to the Agenda 

- Alderman Hawley expressed concern that the Meeting Agenda was dated Tuesday, August 9 when
the meeting had been warned for Monday, August 8 so that the Firehouse could be available during
Election Day on Tuesday, August 9.  The council decided to continue holding the meeting, and vote
on matters provisionally.  Then, those items would be listed as a consent agenda for the 8/23/22
City Council Meeting Agenda, to be voted on by the council.  Also, the Council encouraged staff to
consider deferring items on the agenda that could be deferred to the 8/23/22 City Council meeting.

- Approval of 7/12/22 Minutes.  Motion to approve, Alderwoman Rakowski; second from
Alderwoman Murray-Killon.  Alderman Hawley noted he be listed as absent (not present) at the
7/12/22 meeting.   Alderwoman Rakowski that it be noted in item 7/E/ii that she made the motion
to appoint Interim City Clerk Penny Austin.  VOTE:  Yes, 5    Abstain, 1 (Alderman Hawley)

- Approval of Warrants for FY 22 and FY 23  Alderwoman Murray-Killon moved to accept both
warrants.  Second from Alderwoman Kaslow. Alderwoman Rakowski noted she will be abstaining
from voting due to her relationship with Otter Creek Engineering.  VOTE:   Yes, 5   Abstain, 1
(Alderwoman Rakowski)

- Item 7. A. Request to accept recommendation from Board of Auditors and City Staff to hire RHR
Smith & Company, Certified Public Accountants, Buxton, Maine for auditing services for Fiscal Years
2022, 2023 and 2024. Motion, Alderwoman Rakowski; second, Alderwoman Murray-Killon.  Per
questions from Alderman Hawley, City Manager Redmond stated that RHR Smith is aware there is
no FY 21 audit, and that deliverable dates will be provided to the council once staff has had its first
meeting with RHR Smith in late August. Approved unanimously.

- Item 7. B.  Request to approve agreement with RHR Smith & Company for auditing services for
$23,600 per year for fiscal years 2022, 2023 and 2024.  Alderman Hawley asked that the single audit



be mentioned in the motion, as it is anticipated that the sewer upgrade will trigger a single audit.  
Alderwoman Rakowski moved to approve the agreement with RHR Smith & Company for auditing 
services for $23,600 per year for fiscal years 2022, 2023 and 2024.  Alderman Hawley seconded the 
motion.  He then proposed an amendment to the motion, to also include mention of the single audit 
price of $3,000 for one major program, as described in the contract.  Alderwoman Rakowski 
accepted the amendment.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Item 7 C:  Request to approve City of Vergennes Declaration of Inclusion.  Draft Resolution the 
incorporated the City council’s 2017 resolution with the language of the “declaration of inclusion” 
was read by City Manager Redmond. Motion to approve resolution: Alderwoman Rakowski.  Second 
from Alderwoman Murray-Killon.  Date will change to 8/23/22 for the resolution.  Approved 
unanimously.  
 
Item 7 D. Presentation about the benefits of an Energy Committee for the City of Vergennes by 
Cheryl Brinkman. Discussion included mention of support available from ACRPC and need for 
mission statement and bylaws.  It was emphasized that no city funding to be designated for this 
committee. No action taken.  
 
Item 7 E.  Clarification of the Reappointments of Amy Yuen, Jason Mullin and Mabrouka M’Barek, to 
the Vergennes Development Review Board, each for a two-year term beginning September 1, 2022, 
through August 31, 2024. Current terms for DRB members Amy Yuen, Mabrouka M’Barek and Jason 
Mullin expire August 31, 2022.   Council sought to rectify confusion of start and end dates. Alderman 
Hawley presented a motion to clarify reappointments of Amy Yuen, Jason Mullin and Mabrouka 
M’Barek, to the Vergennes Development Review Board, each for a two-year term beginning August 
1, 2022, through July 31, 2024.  Second, Alderwoman Rakowski.   City Manager Redmond to correct 
the city’s website and correct the draft document circulating among council members that identifies 
all of the appointed and elected positions affecting the City of Vergennes.  
 
Item 7 F.  Request to purchase used pool equipment offered by the City of St. Albans via an 
allocation of $6,000 from the Pool Fund Balance.  Alderwoman Rakowski moved to amend the 
Maintenance and Repair Line Item 5-7-10-68.00 in the FY 23 Pool Fund budget from $3,600 to 
$8,600 (increase by $5,000) and that those funds be used towards purchase of the used pool 
equipment from St. Albans. Alderwoman Murray-Killon seconded.  Vote:  approved unanimously.     
 
Items 7 G, H and J were tabled until the 8/23 City Council meeting.  
- G. Request to allocate $80,390 to repair Vergennes Fire Station.  
- H. Request to rename Fund 3 from Recycling Center Fund to Recreation Fund; move $108,505 

allocated by the Vergennes City Council in the FY 23 budget for the Recreation Department, 
from the General Fund to Fund 3; and move FY 23 Non-Budget Revenues and Non-Budget 
Expenses for Recreation from the General Fund to Fund 3. 

- J. Listers Discussion. 
 



Item 7 I:  City Manager Redmond presented a copy of engagement letter from Monaghan Safar 
Ducham PLLC for the provision of services to the City as outside general counsel in all matters for 
which legal services of the Firm are requested in writing by an authorized City official.  No action 
taken.  
 
City Manager’s Report 
- July 26, 2022, Letter from VTrans re: Vergennes City, bridge #27 on VT22A over Otter Creek. 

Council discussed that the city owns the bridge and our responsibility to repair it.  Alderman 
Hawley noted that there was no recommendation to lower the weight limit on the bridge.  The 
City does have statutory authority to set weights limits on the bridge and suggested that could 
be researched.   

- Draft Document of Elected & Appointed and Terms will be included in the next few council 
meetings so that the council can review, edit, make additions and suggestions.   

- RE the FY 21 audit.  Teresa Kajenski of Fothergill will be at City Hall on August 24 and we are 
expecting the FY 21 audit some time after that.   
 

- Executive session at 7:15 PM  
 

o Alderwoman Rakowski moved that the Council go into executive session, inviting City 
Manager Redmond, for the purposes of discussing the appointment of a public 
employee per V.S.A. 313 (a) (3).  Second from Alderwoman Murray-Killon. 

o Alderman Austin disclosed that he has a personal relationship with one of the 
individuals who has applied for the position and that he would not be participating in 
the executive session but would instead wait outside of the meeting room until the 
executive session has concluded and the regular city council meeting has reconvened. 
He also asked that Mayor Chabot lead the meeting when the council comes out of 
executive session, including calling the vote.  
    

Council came out of executive session at 8:21 pm.  Alderwoman Rakowski moved to appoint Penny 
Austin as City Clerk with compensation of $55,000 per year with a term ending at the first City 
Council meeting in July 2023.  YES: 4  NO:  1 (Alderman Hawley) 
 
Rakowski moved to adjourn the meeting. Kaslow second.  Approved unanimously.  

 


